A PRELIMINARY TALK

Later, walking is probably, almost certainly, instinctive;
though the child hardly ever is allowed to begin to walk
without being taught. If left quite to himself in this respect,
however, the baby will, somewhere between ten months and
sixteen months, stand up and walk rather suddenly, though
the walking is not at all perfect on the first occasion.  Most
of man's actions are a mixture of instinct and learning*  ,
The human child is always being taught, not only in an
impersonal neutral way by the environment, but actively
and of set purpose by his parents, his brothers and sisters,
older children, aunts and uncles, and teachers.   It is small
wonder, therefore, if we hardly know just what things he
would, tinder other circumstances, do instinctively.   He
does not learn English, or French, or German, instinctively,
for an English baby transferred to a French home acquires
French as his mother tongue.   Nor would he speak any
language at all if he could be brought up without human
companionship, or by dumb mutes.    But the babbling
sounds he takes a delight in making from about the sixth
month, the repetitions of ma-ma-ma, and ga-ga-gu, these
are made instinctively, and form the foundation upon which
the mother tongue is built up. fThe truth about the instinc-
tive nature of man is probably this, that he has a large num-
ber of instincts, but that these instincts are very indefinite
compared with those of animate, especially lower animals.
They would not in themselves enable man to survive, but
are capable of being directed and diverted to a surprising
extent, and they form the basis of education, which consists
in building on these instincts those habits which the civiliza-
tion and culture of the period demand from the adult.
It is just because man's instincts are only vaguely directed
that he is far the most highly educable animal, excelling in
this respect to an incredible extent* ^Not only what are
commonly called habits and customs, but also all forms of
dexterity and muscular skill, and even all forms of artistic
appreciation and intellectual performance, thought and
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